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Tippecanoe County Board of Commissioners
Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 1, 2021
10:00 am

Tippecanoe Room, Tippecanoe County Ofﬁce Building
20 N 3rd Street, Lafayette, Indiana

Commissioners present President Thomas P. Murtaugh, Vice President David S. Byers and
Member Tracy A. Brown.
Also present: Attorney Doug Masson, Auditor Robert Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Paula
Bennett, and Recording Secretary Jennifer Wafford.
I.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE —- President Murtaugh called the meeting to order and led the
Pledge of Allegiance

ll.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES from Regular Meeting Tuesday, February 16, 2021, OCRA Public

Hearing Tuesday, February 16, 2021, and BOT Public Hearing Wednesday, February 17,
2021.
0 Commissioner Byers moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.

.

Ill.

PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Paula Bennett presented and
recommended:
The claims from February 18, 2021 through March 1, 2021 were recommended for approval
without exception.

0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Accounts Payable as presented, second
by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
IV.

PRESENTATION OF PAYROLL — Paula Bennett presented and recommended:
The payroll from February 19, 2021 was recommended for approval without exception.

. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Payroll as presented, second by
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
V.

HIGHWAY — Stewart Kline presented and recommended:
Openinq Bids for Bridqe #32
o Rieth-Riley
0‘ White Construction

Base Bid Total
$4,582,261.00
$4,041,472.00

$4,462,860.59

o

Beaty Construction

0
0
0

$4,331,072.00
Duncan Robertson
Milestone Construction $3,946,000.00
$4,579,629.00
HS Constructors

'

Alternate #1
$4,587,591 .00
$4,050,000.00

$4,468,190.59
$4,340,665.60
$3,954,528.00
$4,589,223.00

o Commissioner Byers moved to take bids under advisement and be awarded at the
next Commissioner’s meeting, second by Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.

VI.

AREA PLAN — Sallie Fahey presented and recommended:
A. ORDINANCE 2021-06-CM, to rezone 3.3 acres owned by Sentry Real Estate Holdings,
LLC from A to GB. The property is located on the South Side of Sagamore Parkway
between CR 400 W and 475 W, specifically, 4521 US 52 W, in Wabash 4 (SE) 23-5.
. Commissioner Byers moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-06-CM, second by
Commissioner Brown.
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Attorney Kevin Riley, representing the Petitioner, stated that the petitioner is requesting
the rezoning of 3.3 acres from A to GB. The original rezone request was for approximately
13 acres, but after some discussions with Area Plan, it was redacted to 3.3 acres. The
client’s plan is to build a 6x6x120 warehouse ofﬁce building on the site, with two bathrooms
and small kitchen space for 3-5 employees. This property is located off US. 52 West. It
was previously used as a driving range across from the Purdue AG property. The plan is
to operate an electrical contracting business from this site. The owner does not anticipate
any customers or clients coming to the property. The plan is to use the existing well and
septic system. There is sewer and water are available, but currently, the plan is to use the
existing well and septic. There are no known objections from the neighbors. The Area Plan
Staff recommended approval, and at the February meeting, the Area Plan Commission
voted unanimously to recommend approval.

President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment. Hearing none, he called for
the vote:
. Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:
Commissioner Murtaugh
Y
Commissioner Byers
Y
Commissioner Brown
Y
Ordinance 2021-06-CM passed with a vote of 3-0.'
. ORDINANCE 2021-07-CM, to rezone 40.32 acres owned by Trinitas Development from
R1 to R1 & R3. The property is located on the Northside of SR 26 W, less than one mile
west of the US 52/231 intersection in Wabash 14 (SE) 23-5. The petition was to rezone
40.32 acres to R3 and 18.58 acres to R1 with commitment for a proposed student

apartment development.
Petitioner’s Attorney, Dan Teder, stated that an email was sent to Commissioners to
suggest either a dismissal or withdrawal of the rezoning. The commitments for this
rezone were approved, so the Attorney is requesting a motion by the Board on this
ordinance.
. Commissioner Brown moved to accept the withdrawal of 0RD 2021-07-CM, and
commitments are vacated, second by Commissioner Byers.
. SUBDIVISION VARIANCE (8—4979) for the Oak Ridge Subdivision, Section 2 and

Replat of Lots 14 &16 in Section 1 (Major-Preliminary Plat). This was requested to waive
the requirement to extend new streets to-the boundary lines of the subdivision to connect
to the adjacent tract, to the south for future development, per USO Section 5.3 (1)(c)(v).
Area Plan Director, Sallie Fahey, started by introducing the new Area Plan Director,
David Hittle that will be taking over for her at the end of the Month.
Sallie Fahey, presenting Subdivision Variance, advised that this request is for a waiver
or a variation from a subdivision ordinance requirement that would not extend any
streets into the adjacent property. This requirement has been in the subdivision
ordinance since the mid-19705. On the map that Don provided with the request, there is
a green line showing where there should be a connection to the property to the south,
according to the subdivision ordinance. The request is not to have to comply with the
subdivision ordinance on this requirement. The property to the south is zoned for
agricultural use, and so it is not ready for development. The property to the south will
have sewer and water available. The purpose of connecting the streets is the idea of
efficiency through connectivity. It allows for a more efficient route for school buses, for
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instance without having to go into a subdivision, back out to the county road, and then
down to the next subdivision. There has been this kind of connectivity between
subdivisions for many years, and there is nothing topographic that would prevent a
connection to the south that would allow for this connectivity and efficiency. The APC
Staff recommendation is that this variance should not be approved. The Commissioner’s
vote is a recommendation to the Plan Commission, who has the ﬁnal say on whether or

not to grant the variance. However, if the Commissioner’s vote to recommend not to
approve the variance, the Plan Commission must also vote not to approve the variance.
Attorney Dan Teder, representing the petitioner Derrin Sorenson, states that this request
will come up for conditional approval at the March APC meeting on the 17‘“. It is his

opinion that the stub streets are not necessary for this because of movement of trafﬁc,
fire protection, or for utilities. The petitioner has gone through the subdivision process
and satisfied all those requirements. There are streets that are basically circles, so that
fire trucks or police can get in and can get back out again. The ground to the south was
purchased from the same farmer that the subdivision ground was purchased from. He
owns the ground to the south, and he also has his homestead just southeast of that
across CR 75. His opinion is that he does not want a subdivision here; he wants to keep

these grounds for home sites for his family, which will never be subdivided. The
petitioner owns acreage to the southwest, but it has a lot of gullies and ravines, which
means it is not sub-dividable.
Commissioner Murtaugh asked Director Fahey if the variance wasn’t granted and a stub
street was platted, could that be requested to be vacated so that it could be sold as a lot
down the road? Director Fahey advised that any street can be requested to be vacated if
it isn’t serving a purpose, and that would include a stub.
Derrin Sorenson, petitioner, stated they have discussed setting out a lot where they
could put a stub and make that the last lot that would be developed and sold. The

southern property owner Gary Brown has already said he would not sell the remaining
property to the petitioner. The petitioner states that he tries to work within the subdivision
ordinance guidelines and does not take the ordinance and regulations lightly. However,

in this case, he does not see a reason for this implementation of this requirement. He
states that they always stub into surrounding properties. However, this one just doesn’t
make any sense to do so. Commissioner Murtaugh asked for clarification on petitioners’

statement about setting aside a lot. Derrin advised that in the sketch plan meeting, there
had been a discussion about taking one of the lots, making it a stub, and leaving it out of
the development until the last lot had been developed. Commissioner Murtaugh asked
Director Fahey if that was something that could be done? Director Fahey advised that
the best way to ensure all options are open would be to create it as an ultra-wide rightof—way, with the option that it could be re-platted as a lot. It could also be an out-lot with
the conditions that it could be re-platted as a buildable lot. She advised that there is
some language that needs to be worked out regarding this issue and recommends the
Commissioners deny the variance.
. Commissioner Byers moved to deny the Subdivision Variance 8-4979, second by
Commissioner Brown. President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment.
Motion carried.
VII.

ACCESS AGREEMENT- ARCONIC I ELLIOTT DITCH CLEAN-UP- Tom Murtaugh
presented:

Tippecanoe County owns a property along the Elliott Ditch, just south of 18‘h Street. The
property is divided almost in half by the creek itself. Arconic reached out to create an
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agreement with Tippecanoe County to obtain access to the southern portion of the
property for an access point for the clean-up project that they are doing. The agreement
states that they will return the property to the current conditions. Attorney Masson has

reviewed the agreement, and it has been signed by Arconic Environmental.
-. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement as presented, second by
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
VIII.

ORDINANCE 2021-02-CM, Technical Corrections to the Tippecanoe County Code (2ml

Reading) - Doug Masson presented and recommended:
0 Commissioner Byers moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-02-CM on second
reading, second by Commissioner Brown.
Attorney Masson advised that he has been working on updates needed to the County
Code. In 2005, all the County Ordinances were compiled into a Code. Since then, there

have been mistakes needing correction, and some statutory rules have needed updating.
This provides an update to the necessary sections of the Code that had issues. One of
the sections that required updating was the section that says how resignation should
happen if a Commissioner wants to resign. Previously the direction given was to send
notice to the County Council. However, the State statute says, the notice goes to the Clerk

of the Circuit Court. Also, there is an ordinance listed that says the Council should meet
at 2 pm on the Second Tuesday of the Month, but that has not happened in a while. This
Ordinance has been updated to say that the Council can meet whenever they choose.
There is a section that created the County Homeland Security Director Position, and since
the adoption of that Resolution, that person has been the Director of TEMA. The

Ordinance has been updated to clarify what’s going to happen unless the Commissioners
specify that someone else should have the job. There is an ordinance that updates the
membership of the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals to reﬂect the statutory
requirements that the Assessor, Auditor, and Treasurer are no longer required members.
The purpose of these corrections to the code is so it aligns the County Code with the State
requirements and current practices.
President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment. Hearing none, he called for
the vote:
0 Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:
Commissioner Byers
Commissioner Brown

Yes
Yes

Commissioner Murtaugh
Yes
Ordinance 2021-02-CM passed on second reading with a vote of 3-0.
IX.

-

YOUTH SERVICES — Rebecca Humphrey presented and recommended:

A. Four Contraéts for Law Enforcement Officers to do Community Engagement, and a
Contract with Amber Gibson to provide Yoga Instruction for the 2021 JDAI Grant.
0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the contracts as presented, second by

Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.

B. A change in Job Titles for 2 positions with no change to salaries. The Clinical Case
Manager position will be changed to Case Manager, and the Home-Based Clinical Team
Leader will be changed to School and Home-Based Services Director.
0 Commissioner Byers moved to create the (2) new positions and eliminate the (2)
previous positions, second by Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
The Commissioners recognized Rebecca for receiving the Jefferson award for her work with
Juveniles in Tippecanoe County, and showed the video of her receiving the award. Commissioner
Murtaugh thanked Rebecca for all that her and her team do on a regular basis to serve at risk
youth.
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UNSAFE STRCTURE — Bill Robinette presented and recommended:
Deputy Building Commissioner, Bill Robinette, advised that the unsafe structure is located at
6413 Jackson Highway, West Lafayette, IN. He received a written complaint back in June
_
2020 regarding this property. He has been working with the original owner, Joseph
Slaughterbeck, with no results. He deeded the property, in August, to Michael Phillips. There
have been communications with the new owner over the phone and via email. He came into
the ofﬁce in November to obtain a demolition permit. He was given a couple of weeks to
clean up the property. As of March 15‘, 2021, nothing has been done on the property. The
Building Commission is requesting permission from the Commissioners to obtain bids for
demolition of this property.
Commissioner Murtaugh noted that in the letter sent to the property owner in November

2020, notice was given that this would be coming to a Commissioners meeting. It was
pushed back till March, because the owner had obtained the demolition permit.
This lot is unbillable, and there is a letter from the Health Department saying that the septic is
not adequate for usage. There is really nothing that can be done with the lot other than
vacate it. Attorney Masson asked if the Building Commission had checked to see if there was
a mortgage for this property. Bill advised that he doesn’t believe there was a mortgage, due
to the previous owner deeding the property to the new owner for free. There was a

conversation between Bill and the new owner, where he acknoWledged that the property
needed to be removed and cleaned up.

Attorney Masson asked if the owner had received notice of today's meeting? Bill advised that
notice was given in the last letter that this property was being brought to the Commissioners
Meeting today, and that he should respond by February 16, 2021.
Attorney Masson advised that, for the record, Bill should tell the Commissioner’s what is
wrong with this building, why demolitions required, and why it’s an unsafe structure. Bill
advised that it was an unsafe structure, because there is trash around it and it has not been

occupied for years. There is a little addition on the back that was added on, which is
completely open to the public and that makes it an unsafe structure. Attorney Masson asked
if there was anything structurally unsound about the property? Bill advised that the addition
on the back has the roof falling in and its all wide open.
Commissioner Murtaugh asked if the action being requested by the Board, is to grant
permission to obtain demolition bids, and then those bids would then be brought to the next
Commissioner meeting? Bill advised that Commissioner Murtaugh was correct.
0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve receiving bids for demolition as presented,
. second by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried. .

XI.

RESOLUTIONS: Doug Masson presented and recommended:
A. Resolution 2021-08-CM, Economic Development Plan

Attorney Masson advised that this is a Resolution that is completed every year, and it has
to do with spending money out of Local Income Tax Fund, formerly called EDIT. The
resolution covers what the Capital Improvement Plan is, and it states where the EDIT
money is allocated, which was done at budget hearings. The reason this is addressed is
because the statute really hasn’t been changed from a time when there were more
restrictions on EDIT funds and they had to go to Capital Improvement. In the years that
have passed, the General Assembly has opened it up to allow either funds to be used for
anything that it’s appropriate to use General Fund money on. However, they have not
changed the provision that says you have to have a Capital Improvement Plan adopted
every year, so this Resolution provides a break down of where the funds are going.
. Commissioner Byers moved to approve RES 2021-08—CM as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
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B. Resolution 2021-09-CM, Cumulative Capital Fund Capital Improvement Plan

Attorney Masson advised that this Resolution is for Cumulative Capital fund and is similar
to the previous resolution. However, there are still specific uses you can have in it. This is
being used for Department of Information Technology (DOIT) hardware and software,
copier leases, annual building repairs, and professional services improvements.
. Commissioner Byers moved to approve RES 2021-09—CM as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
XII.

CHANGE ORDERS
Tippecanoe County Central Offices (TCCO) — Tom Murtaugh presented:
Change order #1 with Quality Plumbing & Heating, in the amount of $523, to change lavatory
faucets to wrist blade / gooseneck type.

0 Commissioner Byers moved to approve the change order as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
Fairgrounds — David Byers presented:

Change order #2 with Eberhardt Heating & Cooling, LLC, in the amount of 22,736.48, to
complete the following:
o Alter ductwork in Staging Room 137 to accommodate overhead door clearance.
0 Controls changes to control Exhaust and Supply fans through Bacnet in lieu of local
0 0 0 0 0 0

control switches.

Sheet metal cladding for 2x exhaust/supply fan trim.
Add two (2) elbows to RTU-6A return air duct to raise the elevation to 26'—3" AFF.

0

Add four elbows to route spiral duct at front entry above the window over the doors.
Change 11 ea. RTU sensors to BAYSENSO73 sensors.
RTU 68 measured and fabricated offset on roof to avoid building structure.
RTU #9 measured and fabricated (2) large elbows and added ductwork to route
ductwork across prior to turning into building.
Provided all turn vanes, ﬂanges, TDF tape and bolts for added large ductwork on
roof.
0 Provide and installed addition roof block supports and uni-strut to support ductwork
off roof.
0 RTU’s #10 & #11 provide labor and wood to rotate units 90 degrees on roof.
0 Fabricate and installed ductwork modifications below roof that were caused with
rotating units 90 degrees on roof.
0 Measured and ordered large 26” round x 60" long double‘wall spiral offset for middte
bay of East Pavilion.
. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the change order as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
_
XIII.

REPORTS ON FILE
-Tippecanoe County Building Commission

XIV. UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS — None
XV.

PUBLIC COMMENT — None
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Commissioner Byers moved to adjourn. President Murtaugh adjourned the meeting.
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
THE COUNTY OF TIPPECANOE

QVmﬁi

Thomas P. Murtaugh, Preéident

1
2/32/
/ /5
- resident

David S. Byers, V'

ﬂﬂ.ﬁ//
Tracy Bro/n, Member
ATTEST:

Robert A Plantenga,

'

3/15/2021

Minutes prepared by Jennifer Wafford, Recording Secretary
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