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Tippecanoe County Board of Commissioners '
Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 1, 2021
10:00 am

Tippecanoe Room, Tippecanoe County Office Building
20 N 3rd Street, Lafayette, Indiana

Commissioners present President Thomas P. Murtaugh, Vice President David S. Byers and
Member Tracy A. Brown.
Also present: Attorney Doug Masson, Auditor Robert Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Paula
Bennett, and Recording Secretary Jennifer Wafford.

l.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — President Murtaugh called the meeting to order and led the
Pledge of Allegiance

ll.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES from Tuesday, January 19, 2021.
. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.

Ill.

PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Paula Bennett presented and
recommended:

The claims from January 21, 2021 through February 1, 2021 were recommended for
approval without exception.
0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Accounts Payable as presented, second

by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
IV.

PRESENTATION OF PAYROLL — Paula Bennett presented and recommended:

The payroll from January 22, 2021 was recommended for approval without exception.
0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Payroll as presented, second by
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
V.

AREA PLAN — Sallie Fahey presented and recommended:
ORDINANCE 2021-03-CM, to rezone one lot owned by Bethany Raney from R1 to R2.
The property is located at the Southeast corner of Klondike Road and East Pine Avenue in
Wabash 14 (NW) 23-5.
0 Commissioner Byers moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-03-CM, second by
Commissioner Brown.
Sallie Fahey presented due to the petitioner not being present to speak on rezone request.

Area Plan Director, Sallie Fahey, states that this request is to rezone one lot located at
the Southeast corner of Klondike Road and East Pine Ave. The property mentioned has

had a duplex on it since before there was zoning in the County. The Duplex was built in
1962 based on the Assessor’s records. The first zoning ordinance in the County was
adopted in 1965. The rezone request is for the zoning to match the land use since it was

there prior to 1965. It is at the beginning of a street that has mainly duplexes, and a
majority of the area around this lot is zoned for duplexes. Staff recommended approval,

and the Plan Commission voted 17-O to approve.
President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment, and then called for the vote.
. Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:
Y
Commissioner Murtaugh
Y
Commissioner Byers
Y
Commissioner Brown
Ordinance 2021-03-CM passed with a vote of 3-0.
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ORDINANCE 2021 -04-CM, to rezone 25.965 acres of land owned by Michael Molter from

A to RE. The property is located on the East side of CR 200E, just North of CR 750 S, in
Wea 34 (NW) 22-4.
0 Commissioner Byers moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-04-CM, second by
Commissioner Brown.

Sallie Fahey presented due to the petitioner’s attorney not being present to speak on
rezone request. Area Plan Director, Sallie Fahey, stated that this rezone request is for a

proposed Rural Estate Subdivision. If the rezoning is approved, the petitioner will file a
petition forthe Rural Estate Subdivision. They would be seeking 12 lots in the Rural Estate.
That would be added to two parcelizations and two lots in Molter Four Minor Subdivision.
It meets all the requirements for Rural Estates. If it goes to the Drainage Board, the

Commissioners would see this again in the Subdivision Phase. The Plan Commission
voted 16-1 to approve this rezoning request.
Commissioner Byers stated that he thought rural lots had to be a minimum of 2 acres to

allow septic systems. However, he sees that one of the lots in this rezone is only 1.5 acres.
He asked Sallie if those lots did have to be a minimum of 2 acres? Sallie Fahey responded
that they must be 2 acres if they use the parcelization process. If they use the rural estate
process, they must average at least one acre, which is the minimum for the Health

Department.
President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment, and then called for the vote:
a Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:

Commissioner Byers
Commissioner Brown
Commissioner Murtaugh

Y
Y
Y

Ordinance 2021-04—CM passed with a vote of 3-0.

ORDINANCE 2021-05-CM, UZO Amendment #99 Solar Energy Systems to the Zoning
Ordinance of Tippecanoe County 97-51-CM.
0 Commissioner Brown moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-05-CM, second by
Commissioner Byers.
Sallie Fahey stated that this is an amendment to the text of the zoning ordinance to
specifically allow and regulate solar energy systems through the zoning ordinance. This
amendment has three major parts to it.
The first type is solar energy systems as accessory uses either to one house, one
business, or one industry, and the development requirements for that kind of accessory
solar energy are minimal. There are some allowances for roof-mounted solar panels to be
slightly higher than would normally be permitted in that zoning district. This allowance is

to allow them to be added to the roofs, and there are some setback requirements if they
are mounted on the ground. This is to avoid having a huge solar array in front yards in a
subdivision, which is an effort to balance the solar interests and the subdivision and
community appearance.
The second type is called community-scale solar. This would be when a developer might
create an out lot in a subdivision and build a solar array that would serve the entire
subdivision. A commercial developer might do the same thing for a non-residential
subdivision, so it would serve multiple single users, but in a community kind of setting.
There are a few more regulations for those uses, but nothing that is intended to deter
people from doing it.
The third kind of use is the utility or large scale solar systems, where it would feed directly
into the utility system, and in those cases, the regulations are more intended to protect the
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community. There are greater setback requirements so that if you have a neighbor that

might be affected by the solar panels or array, there is some more separation at this kind
of scale. There is also a requirement for pollinator-friendly plantings both under and
around the solar array.
The biggest part of this is the requirement to have a Decommissioning Plan. When the
solar panels have ended their useful life, there will be a good mechanism in place to make
sure that they are removed from the site and the site is restored to its prior use. The
Decommissioning plan also must be accompanied by a Performance Bond, which gets
reevaluated every few years, which could cause the bond to increase. This is to make
sure that in the end, if someone abandons a project, the Local Government does not get
left with having to put its own money into the removal of the solar panels and equipment.

Commissioner Murtaugh stated that there is a Bill going through the Indiana House,
Indiana House Bill 1381, which takes the local control over wind and solar systems from
Local Governments and sets minimum standards at a statewide level. He states that this
Bill will be something that the County will be fighting because it disregards what is crucial
to Tippecanoe County.
'
President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment, and then called for the vote:
0 Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:
Commissioner Murtaugh
Y
Commissioner Byers
Y
Commissioner Brown
Y
Ordinance 2021-05-CM passed with a vote of 3-0.
VI.

ORDINANCE 2021-02-CM, Technical Corrections to the Tippecanoe County Code —
Doug Masson presented and recommended:
. Commissioner Byers moved to consider ORDINANCE 2021-02—CM, second by
Commissioner Brown.
Attorney Masson advised that he has been working on updates needed to the County
Code. In 2005, all the County Ordinances were compiled into a Code. Since then, there
have been mistakes needing correction, and some statutory rules have needed updating.

This provides an update to the necessary sections of the Code that had issues. One of
the sections that required updating was the section that says how resignation should
happen if a Commissioner wants to resign. Previously the direction given was to send

notice to the County Council. However, the State statute says, the notice goes to the Clerk
of the Circuit Court. Also, there is an ordinance listed that says the Council should meet
at 2 pm on the Second Tuesday of the Month, but that has not happened in a while. This
Ordinance has been updated to say that the Council can meet whenever they choose.
There is a section that created the County Homeland Security Director Position, and since
the adoption of that Resolution, that person has been the Director of TEMA. The
Ordinance has been updated to clarify what’s going to happen unless the Commissioners
specify that someone else should have the job. There is an ordinance that updates the
membership of the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals to reflect the statutory
requirements that the Assessor, Auditor, and Treasurer are no longer required members.

President Murtaugh asked if there was any public comment, and then called for the vote
on first reading:
0 Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote:
Commissioner Byers
Yes
Commissioner Brown

Yes

Commissioner Murtaugh
Yes
Ordinance 2021-02—CM passed on ﬁrst reading with a vote of 3-0.
President Murtaugh stated that the second reading will be on Feb 16th.
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VII.

2021 COUNTY COPIER PROPOSAL- Doug Mass-on presented:
The DOIT Department requested proposals for Print Management and Consolidation. They
received back five proposals. Attorney Masson advised that the difference between bids and

proposals is bids have a final bid amount that is read during the opening. However, for
proposals, only the name of the company will be read, and ﬁnancial information will remain
conﬁdential during negotiations.
Proposals were submitted by:
1. Sharp Business Systems
Van Ausdall & Farrar
Cardinal Copier Solutions

Lafayette Copier Service and Sales
Konica Minolta

a Commissioner Brown moved to take proposals under advisement, second by
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
VIII.

MOU- LONG CENTER, INC. — Thomas Murtaugh presented and recommended:
A Memorandum of Understanding with the Long Center for the continuation of the previous
agreement. The previous contract to use the Long Center for Jury Selection ended on
December 315‘, 2020. This MOU extends the contract until July 315‘, 2021.

. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the amendment to the agreement as
presented, second by Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
IX.

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS — Jason Huber presented and recommended:

A Memorandum of Understanding between Community Corrections and the Association of
Indiana Counties, for the Tax Refund Exchange and Compliance System (TRECS) Program.
This is a program that was put in place in 2017 that allows entities to work with the Indiana
Department of Revenue to recoup delinquent fees. Community Corrections will send a
spreadsheet of individuals who have outstanding fees owed to Community Corrections to the
Department of Revenue. This will allow for the use of an individual’s tax refund to repay those
fees back to the entity where they were incurred.
. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the MOU as presented, second by
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
MOU- BIG 4 TRAIL MASTER PLAN — David Byers presented and recommended:

A Memorandum of Understanding between the City of West Lafayette, City of Lafayette, and
Tippecanoe County, for the Big 4 Trail Master Plan. Butler, Fairman, and Seufert have been
approved to develop the project. They will create a master plan of where trails and paths
should potentially go for this project. The Greater Lafayette Big 4 Trail Master Plan will
provide the City of West Lafayette, City of Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County a guidance
document for policies, programs, and facilities improvements for the development of the Big 4
Trail across the County, from Clinton County to White County.
The primary goal of the Master Plan is to establish safe, accessible, and functional routes for
bicyclists and pedestrians between communities, neighborhoods, and community
destinations. The focus of the Plan is the development of a separated shared-use path, or
trail, along the corridor. It will also address opportunities for connections to other separated

multi-use paths, on-road bike lanes, and marked on-road bike routes. The cost to Tippecanoe
County is $10,000.
. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the MOU as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
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XI.

CREATION OF POSITION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IAREA PLAN COMMISSION:
Thomas Murtaugh presented and recommended:
The Creation of the position of Executive Director for Area Plan for a 30-day period, going
from March 1, 2021, to March 31, 2021. A press release was sent out last week that Sallie

Fahey’s replacement has been named and that Sallie will be retiring after many years of
service to the County. The purpose of creating this position is so that Sallie can work with
the new Director for a month to train them on the job. The position will be created for the
short term and then terminated at the end of that month. Attorney Masson recommended
that the Commissioners give themselves a few extra days between Sallie's last day of
training and the termination of the position, for any issues that might arise. Commissioner
Murtaugh recommended the position terminating on April 15‘“, 2021, with the last day
worked being March 3152 2021
0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the creation of the position through April 15,

2021 as presented, second by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
XII.

CONTINUING DISCLOSURE FILINGS- FSG CORP. — Robert Plantenga presented and
recommended:
A continuing disclosure ﬁling with FSG Corp. for County financial disclosure related to current
bonds. Every year when you have open Bonds, there has to be a ﬁnancial disclosure
completed by a certified firm. This filing has been outsourced to this company for several
years. The contract is not to exceed $3,000.
0 Commissioner Byers moved to approve the voting locations as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.

XIII.

YOUTH SERVICES
A contract Addendum between Indiana Youth Services Association (IYSA) and Tippecanoe

County Youth Services to expand Safe Place Locations. The Indiana Youth Service
Association received a Victims of Crime Assistance Grant from Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute to create the Indiana Trafficking Victims Assistance Program (lTVAP). The IYSA will
provide additional grant funding to Tippecanoe County to expand Safe place services and
provide additional training. The Grant cycle is October 2020— September 2022.
. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the contract addendum as presented, second
by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
XIV. CHANGE ORDERS
Tippecanoe County Courtroom
Change order #3 with Stull Woodworks, in the amount of $24,125.00. This is to update the
tables in Superior Court 3. They had metal and formica tables in the court room, so those are
being updated to walnut tables to match the other courtrooms. There will also be a new table
added to the Jury Room for Superior Court 7.

. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the change order as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
Fairgrounds
Change order #9 with Brenneco Inc., in the amount of $747.17, to replace two existing yard
hydrants out by the northwest corner of the Swine Barn.

. Commissioner Byers moved to approve the change order as presented, second by
Commissioner Brown. Motion carried.
Tippecanoe County Central Offices
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Change order #1 with Heartland Excavating, for a credit of $7,800, for Asphalt Paving that
was not needed.
. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the change order as presented, second by

Commissioner Byers. Motion carried.
XV.

REPORTS ON FILE
—Clerk of the Circuit Court
-Tippecanoe County Board of Health
-Tippecanoe County Weights and Measures

XVI. UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Byers stated that a new Marketing and Event Director has been hired at the
Fairgrounds. Emily Gray will fill this position and will be starting in the position in two weeks.
XVII. PUBLIC COMMENT — None

Commissioner Byers moved to adjourn. President Murtaugh adjourned the meeting.
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Minutes prepared by Jennifer Wafford. Recording Secretary
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